
There is a two-way, dynamic 
relationship between ecosystems 

and climate change
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Source: Forster P, et al. (2007) Changes in atmospheric constituents & in radiative forcing. Climate Change 2007: the Physical 
Basis. Contribution of Working Group I to the Fourth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change



Climate change



Climate change
• Increased temperature 
• Altered precipitation 
• Extreme weather
• Altered water levels

Ecosystem functioning
• Productivity (plant growth)
• Decomposition/nutrient cycling 
• Resiliency to disturbance (e.g. drought, fire)
• Invasive species
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