
 

 

Key to the Fishes 
 

1. A)  1 dorsal fin...............................................................................................go to 2 

 

B)  2 dorsal fins.............................................................................................go to 3 

 

2. A)  Round caudal fin tips + green scales...........................................Northern Pike 

 

B)  Pointed caudal fin tips + brown speckled scales............................Muskellunge 

 

3. A)  Clear separation between 1st dorsal fin and 2nd .....................................go to 4 

 

B)  1st + 2nd dorsal fins appear attached.......................................................go to 6 

 

4. A)  1st dorsal fin is smooth.....................................................................Brook Trout 

 

B)  1st dorsal fin is spiny................................................................................go to 5 

 

5. A) Brown striping on body ……………………………………………….Yellow Perch 

 

B) Green and yellow speckled body ……………………………………...…..Walleye 

 

6. A)  Large mouth that extends to the eye......................................Largemouth Bass 

 

B)  Small mouth stops before the eye..........................................Smallmouth Bass 
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Answer key

• A – Northern Pike
• B – Largemouth Bass
• C – Yellow Perch
• D - Muskellunge
• E - Walleye
• F – Smallmouth Bass
• G – Brook Trout
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